techniques of analysis with both personal and scholarly insights and so presents a new interpretation of familiar material. There can be value in this approach. Leavitt has partly grounded her study upon a few obscure and relatively older articles that have explored the issue of either Yeats or Eliot and the tarot, and she brings them, deservedly, to light. The case that offers the most exciting possibilities is that of Kafka. Leavitt provides a few important clues, such as the connections between Kafka and Gustave Meyrink, and between Kafka and Rudolf Steiner, as well as Kafka's reference to clairvoyance in his diaries (62-64). However, these remain but tantalising evidence, as Leavitt does not investigate them further. Instead, she chooses to focus on other arguments in her attempt to prove Kafka's knowledge of the Rider-Waite deck, such as Kafka's origins in Bohemia; his possible knowledge of a fortune-teller; and the fact that Kafka's parents were card-players, conceivably of the "Bohemian" (Czech) game of Tarocky, a trump game that, she argues, would have familiarised Kafka with "the iconic language of the Tarot" (61-62). Today many scholars agree that Renaissance trumpgames formed the basis for later tarot decks. Leavitt does mention this, but still argues that the "mystical origin" and "hermetic roots" of the tarot can be located in "China, Egypt or Hindustan", with the added caveat that "it is best not to delve too deeply into the obscure and eclectic history of the Tarot" (8). This being said, a thorough exploration of the origins of the tarot, specifically their reinvention in occult milieus in France in the nineteenth century and subsequent dispersal to other milieus and countries, would not have been remiss in this book, which after all presents itself as offering a groundbreaking perspective. Is delving deeply not indeed part of the very research work of scholar?
In the end, this book represents a brave attempt to provide an alternative reading of the source material. While I can not judge the personal or even spiritual fulfilment one might acquire from it, it must be said that from a scholarly point of view Leavitt's approach is too personal and that far too many questions remain unanswered. This is unfortunate; as the author herself correctly points out, the issue of the tarot's role in life, prose and poetry of Years, Eliot and Kafka -as well as in modernist literature more generally -well deserves scholarly attention. 
